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 Kate and Kyle are out hunting.  They come across a dead squirrel which is decomposing.  Even though the wind is still blowing they smell a strong odor.  Joey said the dead squirrel was there three days earlier and looked like it like it had just died.
What is happening to make the squirrel decompose?  Place an x in front of those items which explain decomposition.
_____The dead squirrel body parts are being used by bacteria for food.
_____The wind is drying up the dead squirrel.

_____Other animals in the ecosystem are eating the dead squirrel.

_____Fungi breaks the dead squirrel down for food.
While all of these might change the shape of the squirrel’s body which best represent the process of decomposition.  Explain your choices.
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Teacher Notes

Purpose:  The purpose of this assessment probe is to elicit students’ ideas about the role of decomposers.  Students have little understanding of the role that microbes play in decomposition.  They believe that dead animals and plants disappear. They do know words—bacteria, fungi, and decomposers but are not sure about their role.
Explanation:

Decomposers, primarily bacteria and fungi are consumers that use waste material and dead organisms for food. When decomposers break down the matter contained in plants and animal, the molecules of matter can be recycled through the ecosystem.
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