What’s in Soil ?[image: image1.wmf]
Joe, Tim, Beth, and Mary were working in the garden. 

Mary said, “Soil is just tiny broken up rocks.”

Tim said, “I remember learning that dead plants and animals become soil.”

Beth said, “Yes, but I think there are also small living organisms in soil.”
Joe said, “I think you are all right. I think soil is made of dead plants and animals, small living organisms, and tiny pieces of broken up rocks.”

Who do you agree with and why? Explain your thinking.
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Teacher Notes

What’s in Soil?

Purpose:  The purpose of this probe is to elicit students’ understanding of the composition of soil. A primary misconception is that soil is only small pieces of rock, and that soil does not contain decomposed plant material and organisms.
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