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History and Current Work
Partnership History: The SWVT Science Partnership began in 2004 with a decision by our members to work collaboratively to develop science assessments that could be used in each of our nine supervisory unions as local assessment in science. Lynne Blair, Curriculum Director at the RCSU, functions as the coordinator of the partnership. Jean Ward, Curriculum Director at the BRSU works with Lynne to plan for and host the partnership events, varying geographic location to encourage widespread participation. The partnership is supported by the SWVT Curriculum Coordinators’ Collaborative.
Summer Science Assessment Institute: The initial effort of this collaborative commitment has been the K-12 Summer Science Assessment Institute which has been offered for the past five years. At the institute, teachers from the nine supervisory unions are invited to develop science performance assessment tasks which are piloted with students and revised based upon the examination of student work. 
SWVT Science Partnership Task Review Committee: Once revised, the tasks are reviewed by the SWVT Science Partnership Task Review Committee. Upon approval, the tasks are then uploaded to the newly constructed partnership website to be accessed by all teachers in our region. The website currently contains thirty-four science performance assessment tasks for use in grades K-12. 
SWVT Science Partnership Steering Committee: The SWVT Science Partnership Steering Committee meets twice a year to advise the partnership as to their work and bring information back to the supervisory unions.

Formative Assessment: In the 2007-2008 school year, the partnership extended the science assessment work to include the use and development of science probes as formative assessment. We have aligned the published probes written by Page Keeley to the Vermont GEs and shared this data with all of our partners. Two times a year, a small group of K-12 teachers from the region get together to develop additional science probes to use with our students. The GE alignment for the published probes and the locally developed and reviewed probes have also been uploaded to the website. 
Science Writing: Our most recent focus is in science writing. We are developing plans for a one credit course to be offered in various locations. In the course, participants will experience science writing as part of science investigation. Best practices in the use of science writing as formative assessment will be explored. Teachers will plan for use of science notebooks in their classroom and return for a follow-up session to share and learn from student work.

Communication: Lynne Blair and Jean Ward have presented the science assessment work to the SWVT Superintendents and to groups of teachers and administrators in five SWVT supervisory unions. In January 2009, Lynne and Jean presented the SWVT Science Partnership work to the Southeast Vermont Learning Collaborative Steering Committee.

Science Content Courses: We are pleased to announce that the SWVT Superintendents’ Curriculum Coordinators’ Collaborative has been awarded a Mathematics and Science Partnerships Program Grant for $250,000. per year for three years, contingent on continued federal funding. This grant will enable us to bring high quality science content courses and related technology to our region. 
Calendar of Upcoming Science Events & Professional Development
Mar.13

Task Review Committee 8:30-3:00 at the BRSU

Mar. 23
Probe Development Session 8:30-3:00 at the RCSU

Mar.31

SWVT Science Partnership Steering Committee meeting 1:00-3:00 at the BRSU

July 6-10
K-12 Summer Science Assessment Institute at CSC

July 13-17
K-12 Summer Science Assessment Institute in Hartford

TBD

Writing in Science: Using Science Notebooks in the K-6 Classroom
TBD

Writing in Science: Using Science Notebooks in the 7-12 Classroom

July 13-17
VSI Tier II at Castleton State College 

Aug.3-6
VSI Tier II at Bennington College  
NOTE: Grant program courses will be planned in the near future and added to our upcoming events schedule.

