



Is It a Solid?
Which of the things below are solids? Put an X next to each solid.

      ____  sugar




____  a table

      ____  a sponge



____  an ice cube
      ____  a rock




____  an apple

      ____  chewing gum 


____  a book

      ____  snow




____  a pencil

Explain your thinking. Describe the “rule” you used to decide whether something is a solid.
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Teacher Notes

Is It a Solid?

Purpose:  The purpose of this probe is to see if students can identify solids from a list of solids that clearly have the property of hardness and some that do not. The misconception students often have is that solids are only those things that clearly have the property of hardness.
All of the items listed are solids. 
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